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March 8, 2007 
 
Thank you for attending the public information open house for STP-222-1(1); P.I. Number 752300 the 
proposed Interstate 285 West at Atlanta Road Interchange Improvements, Cobb County, Georgia.  In 
this handout package you will find a need and purpose statement, project description, a location map, 
and a comment card.  
 
As you enter the room, you will notice displays of the proposed projects.  Georgia Department of 
Transportation (DOT) representatives can be identified by their name tags and are available to discuss 
the project and answer your questions.  Please take this opportunity to discuss the project with a 
Georgia DOT representative.  There will be no formal presentation. 
 
A court reporter will be available for those persons who would like to make a verbal statement about the 
project.  You may also complete the comment card provided and deposit it into the box made available 
here or you can mail in your comments about the project until March 22, 2007.  Written comments 
should be sent to Mr. Harvey D. Keepler, State Environmental/Location Engineer, Georgia Department 
of Transportation, 3993 Aviation Circle, Atlanta, Georgia 30336-1593.  Comments can also be made via 
the web at www.dot.state.ga.us.   Click on Public Outreach from the list of Featured Links.  All 
comments will be made a part of the project record.  We hope you will take advantage of one of these 
opportunities to let Georgia DOT know your view of the proposed projects.   
 
The displays and plans will be available for review for ten days after the public information open house 
at the Georgia DOT District Seven Area 2 Office located at 862 Barnes Mill Road, Marietta, Georgia, 
the Georgia DOT Office of Environment/Location located at 3993 Aviation Circle, Atlanta, Georgia, and 
the Cobb County DOT Office located at 1890 County Services Parkway, Marietta, Georgia.  A copy of 
all comments received will be available for public review at the Georgia DOT Office of 
Environment/Location as soon as compilation is completed.   
 
Again, thank you for attending this public information open house and for giving us your comments.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

James B. Buchan, P.E. 
State Urban Design Engineer 
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Interstate 285 at Atlanta Road Interchange Improvements 
STP-222-1(1), P.I. No. 752300 

Cobb County 
 

Project Need and Purpose 
Existing Atlanta Road is a five-lane facility from the Cobb County line north to the I-285 
interchange.  North of the I-285 interchange, Atlanta Road is a four-lane divided facility with a 
variable width median.  Due to recent construction improvements to the East-West Connector 
and Cumberland Parkway and a large boom in residential construction along the East-West 
Connector and Atlanta Road, a large amount of commuter traffic has and will continue to use 
this corridor and interchange to connect communities in Cobb County with large employment 
centers to the northeast along I-285.  In addition, this route also serves as a travel route to 
downtown Atlanta.   
 

The existing urban diamond interchange consists of twin bridges over I-285 with no provisions 
for left turns on to I-285 from either Atlanta Road approach.  Drivers must queue in each of the 
leftmost through lanes, causing severe through lane backups in the peak hours.  Currently, all 
four legs of the existing intersection experience excessively long delays during the p.m. peak 
hour because the capacity of the roadway has been exceeded which results in extremely high 
levels of congestion.  During the a.m. peak hour, delays range between average and 
excessively long.  The proposed improvements would address these operational deficiencies 
and would alleviate traffic congestion and improve the overall characteristics of the interchange 
and the adjacent at-grade intersections.  These improvements would reduce driver delays and 
increase safety.   
 

Proposed Project Description 
Two interchange configurations are under consideration for the proposed project.  These 
configurations are noted as Alternatives 2 and 4 on the project displays and in this handout.  
Alternative 1 is the No Build Alternative in which the Department would take no action to 
construct the proposed project.  Alternative 3 consisted of a regular diamond interchange at 
Atlanta Road and I-285.  This alternative has been removed from consideration as it operates 
less efficiently than either Alternative 2 or Alternative 4. 
 

Alternative 2 
Alternative 2, the preferred alternative, would modify the existing interchange at I-285 and 
Atlanta Road and would begin just south of the intersection of Atlanta Road and Brownwood 
Lane and end at the intersection of Atlanta Road and Pine Street.  The existing I-285 
northbound on ramp would be used by vehicles traveling westbound on Atlanta Road.  A new 
two-lane loop ramp would be added to accommodate vehicles traveling from Atlanta Road 
eastbound to I-285 northbound.  To accommodate the loop ramp, the I-285 northbound exit 



ramp to Atlanta Road would be relocated approximately 900 feet east to align with Brownwood 
Lane.  This relocation would require a new bridge over the CSX Railroad line.  A single left-turn 
bay is proposed for Atlanta Road westbound to the I-285 southbound ramp.  The I-285 
southbound exit ramp would be widened to accommodate a single left-turn and free flow right 
turn at the termini. The existing twin bridges would be replaced by a single, four-span bridge at 
approximately the same location. 
 

Additional improvements to Atlanta Road include the addition of a third lane on Atlanta Road 
eastbound from west of the interchange to the proposed loop ramp, and the addition of a third 
lane on Atlanta Road westbound to be added as a free flow right lane from I-285 southbound off 
ramp to Pine Street.  The proposed lane widths would be 12 feet with 12-foot urban shoulders 
that include a five-foot sidewalk. 
 

Improvements to I-285 are also included.  An auxiliary lane would be added to I-285 southbound 
and northbound between Atlanta Road and Paces Ferry Road.  The northbound auxiliary lane 
would begin after the merging of the two entrance ramps from Atlanta Road and would end as a 
two lane exit ramp to Paces Ferry Road.  The southbound auxiliary lane would begin as a two 
lane entrance ramp from Paces Ferry Road and would end as a two lane exit ramp to Atlanta 
Road.  To accommodate these proposed auxiliary lanes, the existing Orchard Road bridge over 
I-285 would need to be reconstructed adjacent to its present location.   
 

Alternative 4 
Alternative 4 includes the same improvements to Atlanta Road and I-285 as the preferred 
alternative; however, the interchange configuration would consists of a tight-urban diamond.  
Alternative 4 would modify the existing interchange at I-285 and Atlanta Road and would begin 
just south of the intersection of Atlanta Road and Brownwood Lane and end at the intersection 
of Atlanta Road and Pine Street.  Dual left turn bays would be provided along Atlanta Road east 
and westbound for the I-285 north and southbound entrance ramps.  The I-285 southbound exit 
ramp would be widened to accommodate a single left-turn and free flow right turn at the termini. 
The existing twin bridges would be replaced by a single, four-span bridge at approximately the 
same location. 
 

 
 



Project Location Map
I-285 at Atlanta Road

Interchange Improvements
GDOT Project STP-222-1(1)

P.I. No. 752300
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Mail To: 
Mr. Harvey D. Keepler, State Environmental/Location Engineer 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
3993 Aviation Circle 

Atlanta, GA 30336-1593 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
I-285 at Atlanta Road Interchange 

Project Number STP-222-1(1) 
P.I. Number 752300 

Please print responses. 

Name ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address ____________________________________________________________________ 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
  
Do you support the project?  For     Against     Conditional     Uncommitted 

Which Alternative do you prefer?  Alternative 2  Alternative 4 
Comments   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Are you in support of closing the Orchard Road bridge over I-285, thus eliminating its 

connection with Cumberland Parkway?  Yes  No 

How did you hear about this meeting?   Radio   Newspaper   Sign    Word of Mouth 

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes  No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes  No  

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.  _________________ 

Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel?  Yes  No 

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?  Yes  No  

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public 

meetings?  
 

 
 
 
 


