
 

 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
 
One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

 

Keith Golden, P.E., Commissioner 

 
December 14, 2011 

 
 
Thank you for attending the public hearing open house for Project NH000-0111-01(024), P.I. No. 522870, the 
proposed SR 204/Abercorn Street Improvements at King George Boulevard, from Pine Grove Road to Veterans 
Parkway.  In this handout package, you will find a need and purpose statement, project description, location 
map, environmental statement, right-of-way statement, and comment card.  
 
As you enter the room, you will notice displays of the proposed project.  Georgia Department of Transportation 
(GDOT) who can be identified by the nametags they are wearing, are available to discuss the project and 
answer your questions.  Please take this opportunity to discuss the project with any of these representatives.  
There will be no formal presentation. 
 
A court reporter will be available for those persons who would like to make a verbal statement about the 
project. You may also complete a comment card and deposit it into the box provided here, or send in written 
comments about the project until December 28, 2011.  Written comments should be sent to Mr. Glenn Bowman, 
P.E., State Environmental Administrator, Georgia Department of Transportation, 600 West Peachtree Street 
NW, 16th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30308.  Comments can also be made via the web at www.dot.ga.gov.  Click on 
Public Outreach from the Information Center dropdown menu at the top right side of the page.  All 
comments will be made a part of the project record.  We hope you will take advantage of one of these 
opportunities to let GDOT know your view of the proposal. 
 
The displays and plans will be available for review for ten days after the public hearing open house at the 
GDOT Area Office, 630 W. Boundary Street, Savannah, Georgia, 31402 and at the GDOT District 5 Office, 
204 North Highway 301, Jesup, Georgia 31546.  A copy of all comments received will be available for public 
review at these locations and at the GDOT Office of Environmental Services, 600 West Peachtree Street NW, 
16th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30308, as soon as compilation is completed.   
 
Again, thank you for attending this public hearing open house and for giving us your comments.  If you should 
have any questions or need additional information, feel free to contact the GDOT Project Manager, Robert 
Murphy, at (404) 631-1586, or Larry Bowman of the Office of Environmental Services at (404) 631-1362. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Bobby K. Hilliard, P.E. 
State Program Delivery Engineer 

 
 
BKH/SLT-epei  
Attachments 
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Need and Purpose Statement 
SR 204/Abercorn Street Improvements at King George Boulevard, 

From Pine Grove Road to Veterans Parkway 
 
The purpose of Project NH000-0111-01(024) is to improve travel time and reduce crashes along SR 204 
at its intersection with King George Boulevard.  This signalized intersection is currently operating at level 
of service (LOS) F with excessive delays, which negatively effects overall travel time along SR 204.  
While the crash and injury rates for the section of SR 204 between Pine Grove Road and Veterans 
Parkway are slightly below the statewide averages for similar facilities, there is a high incidence of rear-
end crashes.  Rear-end crashes comprise 80 percent of the total crashes. 
 
Growth in western Chatham County has increased at a substantially higher rate than has other parts of the 
county.  According to the Community Assessment Report, the population in West Chatham is projected to 
increase by 73 percent by the year 2030.  West Chatham is expected to experience much higher growth 
than other portions of the county that are at or near build-out already (East Chatham and the Savannah 
Area).  Continued growth in the western portion of the county is expected to degrade the level of service 
provided by the existing transportation network. 
 
Safety and Roadway Deficiencies 
Traffic crash data was collected from the GDOT Office of Traffic Safety and Design for the years 2006 
through 2008 and are presented below in Table 1.  Crash rates were calculated for SR 204 from Pine 
Grove Road to Veterans Parkway.  SR 204 is currently classified as a Non-Freeway Urban Principal 
Arterial type roadway.  Table 1 compares the crash history of SR 204 with statewide average crash rates 
for Non-Freeway Principal Arterial facilities.  As shown, the crash rates for the SR 204 corridor have 
been close to, but have not exceeded the statewide crash rates for similar facilities. 
 

Table 1.  Crash History 
SR 204 from Pine Grove Road to Veterans Parkway (Mile Log 11.44 to 13.61) 

Year Crashes Crash Rate Injuries Injury Rate Fatalities Fatality Rate 
2006 149 466 (545) 49 153 (207) 0 0.00 (1.69) 
2007 178 537 (549) 58 175 (201) 1 3.02 (1.51) 
2008 154 448 (524) 34 99 (191) 1 2.91 (1.33) 

Note:  All rates are per 100 million miles of travel.  Numbers in parentheses are statewide average rates for Urban 
Principal Arterials, Non-Freeway. 
 
Traffic and Level of Service  
Level of service (LOS) is defined as a qualitative measure describing operational conditions within traffic 
streams.  There are six defined LOS tiers at which a roadway can operate.  Each of the six tiers is 
identified by a letter; LOS A represents the best operating conditions and LOS F represents the worst.   
 
LOS F conditions are experienced along the segment of SR 204 from Veterans Parkway to King George 
Boulevard (westbound direction) under existing conditions.  Field observations confirmed heavy queuing 
and travel delay during the PM peak period for the westbound approach to King George Boulevard, 
which acts as a major choke point on the SR 204 corridor.  The roadway segment analysis predicts that 
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SR 204 traffic operations will continue to fail (LOS F) in 2035 under the No Build condition.  Although 
traffic volume decreases in the westbound direction once King George Boulevard is passed, LOS 
continues to worsen between King George Boulevard and US 17. 
 
For the eastbound direction, LOS C conditions are experienced along all segments of SR 204 from US 17 
to Veterans Parkway, where traffic volume peaks.  East of Veterans parkway, eastbound traffic volumes 
decrease.  However, the LOS worsens presumable because the number of travel lanes decreases from 
three lanes to two lanes.  The roadway segment analysis predicts that SR 204 traffic operations will fail 
(LOS F) in 2035 under the No Build condition.  
 
Table 2 presents the intersection LOS at King George Boulevard based on existing and projected daily 
traffic volumes for the No Build condition.  The intersection analysis predicts that by the year 2035, 
traffic operations on SR 204 at King George Boulevard would continue to be LOS F under the No Build 
condition but that the need for improvements, as measured by seconds of delay, would continue to grow. 
 

Table 2:  Operations on SR 204 at King George Boulevard Intersection 

Condition 

LOS1 Delay (sec/veh) 
Queue (ft)            

(95th percentile) 

AM PM AM PM AM (EB) PM (WB) 
Current (2009) F F 167 542 1965 4972 
2035 No Build F F 369 600+ * 2646 6142 

2035 Build Removal of traffic signal eliminates control delay for SR 204 through vehicles
 *Delay calculation exceeds methodology, used for more than 600 seconds delay 
 (1) Level of Service along SR 204 
 
Table 3presents travel time summary for the No Build and Build conditions.  As shown in Table 3, the 
future (2035) Build condition would result in a 12 minute travel time savings in the eastbound direction 
(AM peak) and a 23 minute travel time savings in the westbound direction (PM peak).   
 

Table 3:  Travel Time Summary 

Roadway Segment 
Average Travel Time (min:sec.) 

2009 
Existing 

2035 No 
Build 

2035 
Build 

Eastbound AM 

SR 204 from US 17 to King George Boulevard 4:46 18:56 6:42 

SR 204 from King George Boulevard to Rio Road 3:20 3:17 3:23 

Eastbound AM TOTAL 8:06 22:13 10:05 

Westbound PM 

SR 204 from Rio Road to King George Boulevard 15:11 35:52 7:41 

SR 204 from King George Boulevard to US 17 2:51 3:09 8:04 

Westbound PM TOTAL 18:02 39:01 15:45 
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Conclusion 
The purpose of Project NH000-0111-01(024) is to improve travel time and reduce crash frequency along 
SR 204 at its intersection with King George Boulevard.  Analysis of the existing and future No Build 
conditions shows that conditions are expected to worsen over time as traffic volume is predicted to grow.  
The anticipated growth in the project area will increase traffic congestion and create lengthy delays for 
commuter and local traffic traveling through the corridor.  Today, traffic traveling through the corridor 
experiences significant delay and congestion at the at-grade intersection of SR 204 and King George 
Boulevard during the AM and PM peak periods.  This demonstrates the need to reduce travel time along 
SR 204, reduce crash frequency, and ultimately improve east-west connectivity in this region.   



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
SR 204/Abercorn Street Improvements King George Boulevard  

From Pine Grove Road to Veterans Parkway  
 

The preferred concept would replace the existing at-grade intersection of SR 204 and King George 

Boulevard with a partial cloverleaf interchange with loop ramps in the northwest and southeast quadrants.  

The project would begin just east of Pine Grove Road and end just west of Veterans Parkway.  The 

proposed project length is approximately 1.53 miles.  SR 204 would be grade separated over King George 

Boulevard.  The existing SR 204 roadway consists of four 12-foot travel lanes with a 20-foot median with 

concrete barrier and 12-foot outside shoulders, 10-foot paved.  Turn lanes are provided at various 

locations.  On SR 204, the existing right-of-way varies from 200 feet to 430 feet and the posted speed 

limit is 55 miles per hour (mph).  There is an existing four-lane bridge over CSX Railroad (Structure ID 

051-0075-0).  The bridge is 178 feet long and 90 feet wide and has a vertical clearance of 23 feet and one 

inch.  The bridge has a sufficiency rating 86.10.  On King George Boulevard, the existing right-of-way 

width varies from 100 feet to 135 feet, and the posted speed limit is 35 mph.   

 

The proposed project would maintain the four 12-foot travel lanes with a 20-foot median with concrete 

barrier.  Outside shoulders would be 14 feet, of which 12 feet would be paved.  Auxiliary lanes would be 

included at various locations.  The proposed right-of-way would vary from 200 feet to 1,000 feet.  The 

interchange ramp configuration would include loop ramps in the northwest and southeast quadrants, along 

with a semi-direct ramp from westbound SR 204 to northbound King George Boulevard.  On King 

George Boulevard, the proposed right-of-way width would vary from 100 feet to 205 feet.  The proposed 

project would not widen or replace the SR 204 bridge over CSX railroad; however, the obsolete bridge 

rails would be replaced on the bridge over CSX Railroad east of Pine Grove Road. 

 

The termini of the project were established on the western end so as to properly end the parallel 

westbound entrance ramp, and on the eastern end so as to provide auxiliary lanes between the King 

George Boulevard ramps and the Veterans Parkway ramps.  The project would be constructed so as to not 

preclude the addition of travel lanes to SR 204 at a later date.  Right of way for a future widening project 

would not be acquired as part of this project to provide a grade separated interchange at SR 204 and King 

George Boulevard. 

 



Project Number:  NH000-0111-01(024) 
P. I. Number:  522870, Chatham County 

SR 204/Abercorn Street Extension Improvements  
at King George Boulevard (CR 71) 

Project Location Map 

 

Project Limits Map 
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SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY 
Project NH000-0111-01(024), Chatham County 

P.I. No. 522870 
 
 
In compliance with the 1969 National Environmental Policy Act, the Georgia Department of 
Transportation has conducted an assessment of the social, economic and environmental effects for the 
proposed SR 204/Abercorn Street Improvements at King George Boulevard from Pine Grove Road to 
Veterans Parkway.  The following information gives a summary of the environmental document. 
 
No residential units would be displaced by the proposed project. One business relocation would occur.  
Every effort would be made to relocate the business within the area.   
 
In accordance with Executive Order 11990, the proposed project was surveyed for wetland and stream 
involvement.  No jurisdictional streams were identified within the project’s area of potential effect (APE).  
Open waters, non-buffered state waters or streams would not be impacted by the proposed project.  One 
wetland would be impacted (0.46 acre) from the proposed project.  Mitigation credits would be purchased 
to offset the impact to the wetland.  A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Nationwide permit 14 
is required for this project. 
 
In accordance with Executive Order 11988, a survey of the project corridor for floodplains has identified 
a transverse crossing of the 100-year floodplain associasted with tributaries in the Grove River and Little 
Ogeechee River drainage in the Ogeechee River basin.  Construction of the preferred alternative would 
require the placement of fill material in these floodplains.  The preferred alternative would be designed in 
such a way that it would have no significant encroachment on the floodplain.  The preferred alternative 
would not impact any regulatory floodways.  The preferred alternative would not represent a significant 
risk to life or property; it would not have a significant impact on natural and beneficial floodplain values; 
it would not support incompatible floodplain development; and it would not interrupt or terminate a 
transportation facility that is needed for emergency vehicles or provides a community’s only evacuation 
route.  
 
The proposed project would not exceed state and federal air quality standards, and it is consistent with the 
State Implementation Plan for the attainment of clean air quality in the state.  
 
A study of project-related noise impacts has been conducted.  Sixty receivers are predicted to be impacted 
by traffic-related noise for the build condition.  Noise abatement is under consideration at several 
locations that would buffer impacted noise recievers. 
 
In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the project has been 
surveyed for eligible National Register properties.  One eligible historic resource was found within the 
project's area of potential effect.  The eligible resource, the former Savannah, Florida, Western Railway, 
would not be adversely effected by the proposed project.  One additional eligible cultural resource is 
located within the area of potential effect.  This resource would be adversely affected by the proposed 
project.  A plan to mitigate for this adverse effect has been developed and accepted by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.   
 
The proposed project would have no effect to any threatened or endangered plant or wildlife species.  
 
The project would not involve any farmland as defined in the Farmland Protection Policy Act, 7 CFR Part 
658, due to the land in this corridor being in or committed to urban development.   
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The proposed project has been surveyed for potential sites where contaminated soil and/or water from 
leaking underground storage tanks may exist. Two sites were identified with underground storage tanks 
(USTs).  Subsurface testing would be performed to determine if contaminants are present and if removal 
is necessary.  If contaminants are found, avoidance alternatives may be considered, or appplicable laws 
and regulations concerning the removal of toxic or hazardous material will be followed and the removal 
coordinated with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources’ Environmental Protection Division.  
Implementation of the preferred alternative would not preclude any necessary site remediation to be 
performed by others.  
 
Copies of the environmental document are available at this hearing for your review or by sending your 
request to: 
 
  Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E. 
  State Environmental Administrator 
  Georgia Department of Transportation 
  600 West Peachtree Street, NW – 16th Floor 
  Atlanta, Georgia 30308 



Right-Of-Way Acquisition 
Project NH000-0111-01(024), Chatham County, PI 522870 

 
 
 

Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has the responsibility once a project is approved, of 
appraising, purchasing property and, if required, assisting individuals, families or businesses in relocating.  
When purchasing property, we desire to pay full market value for the necessary property.  This value will 
be established by using qualified real estate appraisers who will prepare, for GDOT’s use, written 
appraisals using actual sales data in the surrounding community. 
 
In making an appraisal, the appraiser will contact each property owner and arrange a convenient time to 
make an on-site inspection of the property with him or her.  After completion of the appraisal, our right-
of-way appraisal staff will review and field check the findings for accuracy to ensure that all things 
relating to value have been considered in establishing the amount to be offered.  When only a part of the 
property is needed, we will purchase that part plus pay for loss of value, if any, to the remaining property.  
In all cases, when GDOT purchases property, we will make additional payments to property owners for 
the cost of transferring ownership to GDOT.  These costs generally include transfer taxes, deed-recording 
fees, mortgage pre-payment penalties and the pro-rata share of city or county taxes. 
 
GDOT is aware of the problems experienced by individuals, families, businesses, and nonprofit 
organizations when they are required to move.  It is our commitment that no family or individual will be 
required to relocate until comparable decent, safe and sanitary housing is available or is provided for 
those occupants. 
 
Additionally, GDOT will provide assistance to businesses and nonprofit organizations in relocating to 
other sites and will encourage them to remain in the community. 
 
The information pamphlet What Happens When Your Property is Needed for a Transportation Facility is 
available.  This booklet outlines the services offered and any payments for which you may be eligible, 
such as moving expenses and replacement housing benefits for owners and tenants.  The brochure also 
outlines the eligibility requirements for receiving these payments. 
 
Results of the field inspection have revealed that there will be no residential or businesses that will be 
required to relocate. 
 
It is important to remember that GDOT is committed to the principle that no one will be required to 
relocate until housing is available, or, if there is no housing available, until provisions have been made by 
GDOT to provide housing.  It is also important to remember that all displacees will be given sufficient 
advance notice of GDOT’s intention to purchase any property in order to allow sufficient time in which to 
relocate. 
 
The Georgia Department of Transportation, located in Atlanta, Georgia (404-631-1990) will be in charge 
of acquiring the necessary right-of-way for this project. 
 



Mail To: 
Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
One Georgia Center 16th Floor 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW 

Atlanta, GA 30308 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
Public Hearing Open House Comment Card 

NH000-0111-01(024), Chatham County, P.I. No. 522870  

December 14, 2011 

Please print responses. 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you support the project?         For      Against     Conditional       Uncommitted 

Comments   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you support the use of noise walls to mitigate adverse noise impacts?  Yes  No  

How did you hear about this meeting?  Radio     Newspaper     Signs     Word of Mouth 

  Direct Mail     Email     Other 

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes   No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes  No  

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.  _______________________ 

Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel?  Yes  No 

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?  Yes  No  

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?  
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