


















































































    

Appendix B-3 
2005 PIOH Response Letters 





    

Appendix B-4 
2006 Meeting with City of Dillard Officials 



CITY OF DILLARD LOCAL OFFICIALS MEETING MINUTES 
EDS-441(28), PI# 122090 

RABUN COUNTY 

Subject: EDS-441(28), PI# 122090, Rabun County
US 441/US 23/SR 15 Improvements  

Date/Time:  Friday, October 27, 2006; 10:30am 
Place:  Rabun County, City of Dillard-Dillard City Hall 
Attending: City of Dillard: Mayor William G. Robinson, Gordon Jenkins, Jack 

Roberts, Terry Wilson, Malcolm Dillard, John Dillard, Bob Tharrington-
Twelve Waters Inc. (Eagle Chase Homeowners); GDOT-District 1:
Russell McMurry, Robert Mahoney; GDOT-Program Delivery and 
Consultant Design: David Norwood; GDOT-Environment/Location:
Ken Thompson, Dave Peters, Dylan Eagleton 

Ken Thompson opened the meeting by presenting the purpose of the meeting along with 
a brief description of the project.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the 
preliminary concept that reduced the 20-foot raised median to 8 feet and the study of 
retaining walls in major cut areas.  This concept was discussed with the Director of 
Preconstruction on August 18, 2006 and previously recommended by District 1 Engineer, 
Russell McMurry and the City of Dillard.  The reduced typical section is an attempt to 
reduce impacting or displacing businesses along US 441 inside Dillard city limits.  The 
advantages and disadvantages of the reduced typical section through the Dillard city 
limits were identified. 

The following describes the proposed concept through the City of Dillard: 
Changed typical section to include 16-foot shoulders, 12-foot outside lanes, 11-foot 
inside lanes, and 8-foot raised median to reduce impacts/displacements of businesses 
approximately between CR 220/Betty Creek Rd. & CR 6/Greenwood Rd. 
The 16-foot shoulders would include 10-foot sidewalks for multiuse by pedestrians 
and cyclist.  Remove the standard 4-foot urban bikelanes in the proposed 8-foot raised 
median section. 
Preliminary study of walls to reduce impacts/displacements to homes northwest of SR 
246/Highlands Rd. just outside of Dillard.  Detailed studies would be needed during 
the design phase for accurate placement of the wall and required right-of-way. 
Widen US 441 on the west approximately between CR 6/Greenwood Rd. and SR 
246/Highlands Rd. to prevent impacting the parking areas of businesses along US 441 
north of the Piggly Wiggly in Dillard.  The concept would transition as approved at 
SR 246/Highlands Rd.  The Lucy Speed historic property would be impacted with the 
proposed widening, but would not be an adverse impact. 
Franklin St. would be extended to CR 6/Greenwood Rd. The current Franklin St. and 
US 441 intersection is proposed as right turn in and right turn out. 
The extension of CR 220/Betty Creek Rd. to Franklin St. would be recommended as a 
separate local project due to eligible historic resources. 
CR 91/Ft. Black Cir. would be improved to intersect US 441 and extended to River 
Valley Ln. to improve intersection with a proposed median opening. 



The raised median is 8 feet as measured typically from gutter to gutter.  The “raised 
median” is 4 feet measured from face of curb to face of curb.  A few businesses in Dillard 
would still be impacted or displaced due to their close proximity along US 441 or for 
preliminary side road improvements. 

After review of the project, the following comments were made: 

City of Dillard
William Robinson: Could the property owned by Bobby Welch be used as a parking 
area?  I have spoken with him about using the property. 
Response – Ken Thompson: The property could be purchased by the City of Dillard and 
used for parking. 

William Robinson: Would there be pedestrian cross-walks?  There are existing 
pedestrian cross-walks along US 441 for the shopping areas.  I suppose a pedestrian 
bridge would be large and expensive. 
Response – Russell McMurry: We recommend having pedestrian cross-walks only at 
intersections and not mid-block for safety. 

William Robinson: There is no median opening proposed at Carolina St.  How would 
citizens leaving the Post Office travel north?  I thought improvements to Carolina St. and 
Franklin St. would be made for a median opening. 
Response – Ken Thompson: The reduced raised median prevents a full typical section
that would allow for a median opening and turn lanes. 
Response – Dylan Eagleton: The Post Office has access to US 441 and Carolina St.  
Citizens could travel north on Carolina St., make a right onto US 441 and a u-turn at the 
CR 6/Greenwood Rd. intersection.

William Robinson: Maybe the raised median should be removed or lower the speed 
design to 35mph so the raised median would not be needed.  I think we need a median 
opening at Carolina St. and a few other places. 
Response – Ken Thompson: Additional median openings are restricted by the reduced 
raised median area.  A standard 20-foot raised median would be necessary, but businesses 
would be impacted like previous studies. 
Response – Dylan Eagleton: We only show median openings at major intersections.  
The placement of additional openings will be determined during the design phase. 
Response – Russell McMurry: The projected traffic shows the need for a raised median 
for safety.  The raised median will prevent head on collisions and designate left turns. 
William Robinson: How would citizens and delivery trucks traveling south on US 441 
access the businesses on the east side of US 441 and north of Piggly Wiggly? 
Response – Russell McMurry: There is enough space between SR 246/Highlands Rd. 
and CR 6/Greenwood Rd. for additional median openings during the design phase for 
access to those businesses.  Do the businesses have inter-parcel access? 
William Robinson: A few of the businesses are connected, but not the entire length.  
What if the Rabun Gap Nacoochee school zone was extended; would that allow for a 
35mph speed design? 



Response – Russell McMurry: The projected traffic would be the same.  The businesses 
should have inter-parcel access for safety by reducing turning movements from the 
mainline. 

William Robinson: Would additional right-of-way be needed in front of businesses?  
The last concept showed taking some of their parking areas.
Response – Ken Thompson: We have shifted widening to the west to prevent that. 
Response – Dylan Eagleton: We are showing holding the east side existing edge of 
pavement to utilize the existing right-of-way.

William Robinson: Would there be a traffic light at CR 220/Betty Creek? 
Response – Russell McMurry: Additional traffic capacity analysis will determine where 
and traffic signals are needed. 

William Robinson: When will the next layouts be prepared? 
Response – Ken Thompson: Our next goal will be for this concept to be approved so the 
consultant can begin the design phase.  The opportunity for a Public Hearing would then 
follow.  David Norwood with the Office of Program Delivery and Consultant Design will 
be managing the consultant. 
Response – David Norwood: Here is my card if you should have any questions during 
the design phase.

William Robinson: When will the right-of-way be acquired? 
Response – Ken Thompson: Right-of-way acquisition is scheduled to begin in fiscal 
year 2009.  We are already in fiscal year 2007, so you are looking approximately in two 
years.  As the process moves along, right-of-way and construction scheduled dates may 
be moved closer or set back. 

Bob Tharrington: What improvements can be made without displacing or impacting the 
residents of Eagle Chase subdivision with the proposed right-of-way?  Would shear cuts 
as done in Clayton work in this area? 
Response – Ken Thompson: We are showing our preliminary maximum 2(H):1(V) for 
cut slopes represented by the proposed right-of-way.  During the design phase, 
geotechnical studies will determine if steeper slopes can be utilized. 
Response – Dylan Eagleton: We also have preliminary studies for the use of a retaining 
wall that would hopefully require less right-of-way.  Additional detailed studies during 
the design phase would determine if the wall can be stabilized.  The preliminary study 
shows the wall would be approximately 35 to 45 feet above the surface. 
Response – Russell McMurry: There should have been more shear cuts in Clayton, but 
soil samples using standard methods for locating solid rock was impossible due to the 
steep terrain. 
Bob Tharrington: When our new well was installed, they found granite approximately 6 
feet below the surface.  The proposed right-of-way would displace approximately 3 
homes and possibly a fourth home that is under construction.  There are not many 
residents in the subdivision so our homeowners association would lose income. 
Response – Russell McMurry: Hopefully changes can be made during the design phase 
to reduce impacts, but no promises can be made. 



Bob Tharrington: What happens to the remaining property after right-of-way 
acquisition in the Eagle Chase subdivision? 
Response – Russell McMurry: If the remaining portion of property is not suitable for 
development, GDOT would purchase the remaining property as well.
Bob Tharrington: Who would be responsible for the maintenance of that property? 
Response – Russell McMurry: GDOT would be responsible. 

Bob Tharrington: Would there be a deceleration/right turn lane into Eagle Chase if 
traveling US 441 south? 
Response – Russell McMurry: Deceleration/right turn lanes would be studied during 
the design phase as well as additional median openings and traffic signals. 

GDOT-District 1
Russell McMurry: The CR 220/Betty Creek Rd. extension to Franklin St. would be a 
great local project and help with back access to businesses along US 441 and Franklin St. 
Response – William Robinson: What process do we need to take? 
Response – Russell McMurry: The City of Dillard would need to develop a design and 
acquire the right-of-way for the project.  The city can hire a consultant for the design 
work.  I will help you when the city is ready to apply for funds and meet with the GDOT 
Commissioner.  
Response – Robert Mahoney: GDOT-Environment/Location may be showing our 
standard side road typical section and more right-of-way than would be required as a 
local project. 
Response – Dylan Eagleton: Those are two 12-foot lanes with 100 feet of proposed 
right-of-way.
Response – Robert Mahoney: It may be possible to use two 10-foot lanes with 60 to 44 
feet of right-of-way if constructed as a local project.

Russell McMurry: I strongly recommend that the City of Dillard issue future building 
permits that stipulate inter-parcel access to businesses along US 441 near Piggly Wiggly.  
The city should work towards making all of the existing businesses connected. 

Russell McMurry: We would like to come to some agreement with this concept to 
proceed to the next phase.  Does the City of Dillard like the changes that have been made 
and approve this concept? 
Response – William Robinson: I wish there was a median opening at Carolina St., but 
understand the reasoning behind it.  GDOT has done a great job with this and we 
appreciate you all taking our concerns into account to make these changes.  Everyone 
else likes the idea, so I’m pleased with this.  We need to get started on extending CR 
220/Betty Creek Rd. to Franklin St. 

GDOT-Environment/Location
Ken Thompson: Our historian (Sandy Lawrence) has resurveyed the project corridor.
The flea-market (State of Georgia property) may be an eligible historic resource.
Response – Dylan Eagleton: She believes the flea-market will have a visual boundary, 
but she is conducting more research of the property.  She is still working on the report. 



Dylan Eagleton: There are many side roads with existing steep grades.  We are 
proposing additional right-of-way in those areas for the designers to hopefully improve 
their grades before tying into US 441.

Ken Thompson: The extension of CR 91/Ft. Black Cir. to River Valley Ln. provides a 
safer intersection and median opening for both roads. 

A copy of the layouts shown at the meeting as well as a 1”=200’ aerial sheet set (dated 
08-18-06) of the project was given to District 1 for their use. 

The following commitments have been made for the Office of Environment/Location: 

Continue with proposed concept as shown to the City of Dillard. 
Submit Revised Concept Report for approval. 
Transfer approved revised concept to the Office of Program Delivery and Consultant 
Design.



    

Appendix B-5 
2009 PIOH Handouts 





PROJECT DESCRIPTION 



Project Location Map

Not to Scale

SR 15/US 441
Widening & Reconstruction 

from the Northern Clayton City 
Limits to the North Carolina 

State Line

Project No. 
EDS00-0441-00(028) 

P.I. #: 122090

End Project
EDS00-0441-00(028)

Begin Project
EDS00-0441-00(028)



Mail To: 
Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental/Location Engineer 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
3993 Aviation Circle 

Atlanta, GA 30336-1593 

Please print responses. 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

             

Do you support the project?        For     Against    Conditional      Uncommitted 
Comments ___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________

________________

________________

How did you hear about this meeting? Radio Newspaper Signs Word of Mouth   

Other _________________________________________

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.  _______________________ 

Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel? 

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? 

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings.



    

Appendix B-6 
2009 PIOH Meeting Synopsis and Summary of Comments 



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF GEORGIA

__________

INTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

FILE: OFFICE:
DATE:

FROM:

TO:

SUBJECT:





REVIEWING OFFICE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT PROPOSED RESPONSE 











REVIEWING OFFICE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT PROPOSED RESPONSE 



REVIEWING OFFICE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT PROPOSED RESPONSE





REVIEWING OFFICE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT PROPOSED RESPONSE 

 



REVIEWING OFFICE COMMENT # NATURE OF COMMENT PROPOSED RESPONSE



Your input on the proposed 
responses is required by October 26, 2009.

      



    

Appendix B-7 
2009 PIOH Comments Received 











































































































































Comments

CommentReview
Comments Pending Responses for Project ID: 122090- 

Open House Date: 08/20/2009 

First Name: Martha Last Name: Youngblood  
E-Mail: dlyoungblood@mindspring.com  
Address: 6763 Hwy 441 North Suite C  
City: Dillard State: GA  Zip: 30537 
Category: General  
Comment: I've already left written comments at the open 

house, but I have another question regarding 
this project: what provisions, if any, have 
been made or will be made for those 
businesses that will be affected by this 
project?

Page 1 of 1Public Outreach

9/10/2009http://tomcat1/PublicOutreach_in/poutreachFrame.cfm?CFID=323104&CFTOKEN=45995977
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Appendix B-8 
2009 PIOH Response Letters 



PI No. 122090, Rabun County
SR 15/US 441 from Clayton to NC State Line

08 20 09 PIOH Mailing Addresses

Salutation First First Name
First Second

Name
Street Address City State Zip

Second First
Name

Second Second Name

Mr. Shayne Smith 2496 Hwy 441 Clayton GA 30525

Ms. Malivia Swanson 793 York House Road Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. Wayne Swanson 793 York House Road Rabun Gap GA 30568

Ms. Sharon Grist 246 John Grist lane Rabun Gap GA 30568

Ms. Linda Smith PO Box 122 Dillard GA 30537

Ms. Nancy Maxwell 695 Moses Road Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. Clyde Maxwell, Jr. 695 Moses Road Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. David Warren 48 Ivy Trail Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hooper PO Box 35 Mountain City GA 30562 Brenda Hooper

Ms. Cathy Warren 48 Ivy Trail Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. Robert Rogers PO Box 1392 Blairsville GA 30512

Mr. Blaine Peacock 250 Colony Road Dillard GA 30537

Ms. Nannette Curran 500 Ledford Road Dillard GA 30537

Ms. Keri Smith 2496 Hwy 441 N Clayton GA 30525

Mr. Christopher Curran 500 Ledford Road Dillard GA 30537

Mr. John E. Harrison 618 Shadow Mtn. Drive Dillard GA 30537

Ms. Martha Taylor 40 Dotson Street Mountain City GA 30562

Ms. Mary Elizabeth Law 2568 Hwy 441 N PO Box 489 Mountain City GA 30562

Mr. Charlsie M. Tyndall 1346 Timberbluff Drive Clayton GA 30525

Mr. Bruce G. Nicholson 409 Crestview Road Demorest GA 30535

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Gay 921 Smokey Hollow Drive Dillard GA 30537 Noreen L. Gay

Mr. Aage Jensen 100 View Lane, #337 Sky Valley GA 30537

Mr. Charles Henderson 58 Kiera Lane Dillard GA 30537

Mr. Jim Cross 2544 South Wolffork Road Dillard GA 30537

Ms. Helen Meadors 1230 Patterson Gap Road Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. Ron Arden 267 Payne Hill Drive Clayton GA 30525

Ms. Grace Watts PO Box 97 / 70 Theodore Street Mountain City GA 30562

Mr. R. Michael Hogelin 133 Hummingbird Lane Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. John L. Temple 36 Spicewood Lane Sky Valley GA 30537

Mr. Paul Vonk 708 Cross Street Mountain City GA 30562

Ms. Allan B. White 164 Glen Karen Drive Dillard GA 30537

Ms. Wilma Hoilman PO Box 653 / 160 Townhouse Lane Rabun Gap GA 30658

Ms. Laura M. Jack 269 Dalton Drive, Heatherstone #1051 Dillard GA 30537

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Elliott 274 Glen Karen Drive Dillard GA 30537 Janice Elliott

Mr. Lloyd Williams PO Box 81 Dillard GA 30537

Mr. William B. Elliott 274 Glen Karen Drive Dillard GA 30537

Mr. G.R. Tharrington 172 Eagle Chase Circle Dillard GA 30537

Mr. Richard Crowell 4755 Hwy 41 N Rabun Gap GA 30658

Mr. Neal L. Dickerson PO Box 559 Rabun Gap GA 30568

Ms. Melinda James 5030 Hwy 441 North, PO Box 231 Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. Ricky James 5030 Hwy 441 North, PO Box 231 Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. and Mr. Kurt Knechtel 130 Glen Karen Drive Dillard GA 30537 Rick Mode

Mr. Doyle K. York 134 Market Circle Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. Lee Lyon 112 Green Meadows Drive Rabun Gap GA 30568

Ms. Sandra Hunter 54 Stirling Lane, #1 Clayton GA 30525

Me. C.E. Pennington 673 Smokey Hollow Drive Dillard GA 30537

Mr. and Ms. Ricky McKay 51 Chief Lane Clayton GA 30525 Kim McKay

Ms. Susan Taylor PO Box 35 Mountain City GA 30652

Ms. Peggy M. Cunningham 5110 Sunset Trail Cumming GA 30040

Mr. James (Jim) C. Mercer PO Box 96 Mountain City GA 30562

Ms. Lexie J. Scruggs PO Box 217 Clayton GA 30525

Mr. Marty Kilby PO Box 1556 Clayton GA 30525

Ms. Teri Dobbs PO Box 28 Tallulah Falls GA 30573

Page 1 of 2



PI No. 122090, Rabun County
SR 15/US 441 from Clayton to NC State Line

08 20 09 PIOH Mailing Addresses

Salutation First First Name
First Second

Name
Street Address City State Zip

Second First
Name

Second Second Name

Mr. and Ms. Vaughn Billingsley 421 Taylors Chapel Rd Rabun Gap GA 30568 Lillie Billingsley

Mr. and Ms. Owen Redd 4160 Hwy 441 N Rabun Gap GA 30568 Carmen Redd

Mr. Tom Fisher 216 Outback Lane Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. Phillip Jones PO Box 427 Clayton GA 30525

Ms. Betty K. Wyatt  1533 Kelly's Creek RoadPO Box 128 Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. Willson T. Kelly 204 Zack Dillard Lane Dillard GA 30537

Mr. Dean Owens 203 Zack Dillard Lane Dillard GA 30537

Ms. Martha Phillips Youngblood 6763 Hwy 441 North, Suite C Dillard GA 30537

Mr. Charles Fargason Dillard GA

Ms. Ernestine Dickerson PO Box 334 Clayton GA 30525

Mr. Dess Oliver II 339 Nacoochee Drive Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. and Mrs. Earnest Lovell 471 Worley Creek Road Lakemont GA 30552 Virginia Lovell

Mr. James N. Williams 46 Depot Avenue, PO Box B Mountain City GA 30562

Mr. and Mrs. James N. Williams 50 Depot Street, PO Box B Mountain City GA 30562 Dorothy Williams

Dr. Otha L. Gray 162 Florida Avenue Mountain City GA 30562

Mr. Jim Bleckley 25 Courthouse Square Suite 201 Clayton GA 30525 Rabun County Board of commissioners

Mr. S. Reno Fountain 655 Wolffork Road Rabun Gap GA 30568

Mr. John Dillard PO Box 205 Dillard GA 30537
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Appendix C 
Conceptual Stage Study 
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