






















































































































































































Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
Telephone: (404) 631-1000

Mr. Rodney N. Barry, P.E., Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, S.W., Suite 17T100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

ATTN: Jennifer Giersch

Re: Transmittal of Revised Ecology Addendum #2 and Request for Coordination under Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act,
GDOT Project EDS00-0441-00(028), Rabun County, PI# 122090,
Widening of US 441/SR 15 from CR 500/Clayburn Street to the North Carolina State Line

Dear Mr. Barry:

Please find attached the Revised Addendum #2 to the Ecology Assessment/Description of Jurisdictional Wetlands, Non-
Wetland Waters of the U.S. (Addendum #2) for the above referenced project. The project proposed to widen US 441/SR15
from CR 500 in Rabun County, Georgia north to 737 feet into Macon County, North Carolina. The attached report contains
details on the following findings related to ecological resources. This revised report is being submitted in response to
comments received from FHWA on February 27, 2012.

Surveys for Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), northern long-eared bat (M. septentrionalis), and gray bat (M. grisescens) were
conducted in the summers of 2013 and 2015. Of the target species, northern long-eared bats were captured and acoustic
analyses identified multiple calls as the Indiana bat. Previous ecological reports identified potentially suitable habitat for the
federally threatened small whorled pogonia (Isotria medeoloides). A survey of potentially suitable habitat was conducted in
May 2009, though no stems were identified.

A Biological Assessment is currently being revised based on comments received from FHWA and will be resubmitted as
soon as finalized. Consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act will be requested at that time. FWCA
consultation is required on five streams (Streams 3d, 11, 14c, 16, and 16b).

With this submittal, the Department respectfully requests that your office initiate consultation with the USFWS under the
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA) for the waters listed above. Please copy the Department on your
correspondence with the USFWS related to FWCA Coordination. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact Jeffrey A. Jackson (404) 631-1801 (jejackson@dot.ga.gov) or Sharilyn Meyers (404) 631-1594
(smeyers@dot.ga.gov).

Sincerely,

Hiral Patel, P.E.
State Environmental Administrator

HP/HDC/jj
Attachment

cc:  Charles Robinson, GDOT PM
Carrie Straight, USFWS
Sam Pugh, GDOT NEPA
Anna Yellin, GDNR WRD
Daryl Williams, GDOT ECB
Mark LaRue, USEPA
Lisa Westberry, GDOT Mitigation
Will Smith, GEPD E&S Unit
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Vance C Smith, JR., Commissioner PEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

One Georgla Center, 600 West Peachtree Strest, NW
. Atlanta, Georgia 30308
Telephone; (404) 631-1000

August 13, 2010

Mr. Roduney N. Barry, P.E.
Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, S.W.

Suite 17 T100

. Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

ATTN: Kelly Wade
Dear Mr. Barry:

Re: Project EDS000-0441-00(028), Rabun County, P.1. No. 122090 —- US 441/SR 15 Widening and
Improvements

Please find enclosed the noise assessment for the above noted project. It is being sent to you for your information and
files. This report outlines potential impacts to noise levels resulting from the referenced project. Anticipated impacts
related to this project and findings are:

* There were a total of 45 modeled receptors representing 135 FHW A Activity Category B land uses and 92 FHWA
Activity Category C land uses. Thirteen (13) modeled impacts representing 44 residences, 32 commercial sites
and two churches, would occur as a result of approaching or exceeding the noise abatement criteria (NAC).

o Noise abatement was considered for the impacted receptors and no methods were found to be feasible.

Should you need further information, please contact Keisha Jackson at (404) 631-1160 or Amber Philfips at (404) 631-
1117, . :

Sincerely,

G\Qw 6"“%/5'%

Glenn Bowman, P.E,
State Environmental Administrator

GB/klj/wed
Enclosures

ce: Hiral Patel (letter only)
General File  (letter, report)
Project File (letter, report)
Reading File  (letter only)
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Vance C Smith, JR., Commissioner PEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

One Georgla Center, 600 West Peachtree Strest, NW
. Atlanta, Georgia 30308
Telephone; (404) 631-1000

August 13, 2010

Mr. Roduney N. Barry, P.E.
Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, S.W.

Suite 17 T100

. Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

ATTN: Kelly Wade
Dear Mr. Barry:

Re: Project EDS000-0441-00(028), Rabun County, P.1. No. 122090 —- US 441/SR 15 Widening and
Improvements

Please find enclosed the noise assessment for the above noted project. It is being sent to you for your information and
files. This report outlines potential impacts to noise levels resulting from the referenced project. Anticipated impacts
related to this project and findings are:

* There were a total of 45 modeled receptors representing 135 FHW A Activity Category B land uses and 92 FHWA
Activity Category C land uses. Thirteen (13) modeled impacts representing 44 residences, 32 commercial sites
and two churches, would occur as a result of approaching or exceeding the noise abatement criteria (NAC).

o Noise abatement was considered for the impacted receptors and no methods were found to be feasible.

Should you need further information, please contact Keisha Jackson at (404) 631-1160 or Amber Philfips at (404) 631-
1117, . :

Sincerely,

G\Qw 6"“%/5'%

Glenn Bowman, P.E,
State Environmental Administrator

GB/klj/wed
Enclosures

ce: Hiral Patel (letter only)
General File  (letter, report)
Project File (letter, report)
Reading File  (letter only)



Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Rodney N. Barry, P.E.
Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, S.W.

Suite 17 T100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104

ATTN: Jennifer Giersch

Dear Mr. Barry:

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street NW
Atanta Georgia 30308
Te phone: (404) 631-1000

September 29, 2015

Re: Project: EDS00-0441-00(028), Rabun County, P.I. No. 122090 Widening and

Reconstruction of US 441 SR 15.

Please find enclosed the Air Assessment Addendum II for the above noted project. It is being sent to you for

your information and files.

Should you need further information, please contact Michael Lucia at (404) 631-1197 or Andrew Clay at (404)

631-1597.

HP/ML
Enclosures

cc: FHWA (letter, report)
General File (letter, report)

Project Documents (letter, report)

NEPA (letter, report)

Sincerely,

B

Hiral Patel, P.E.
State Environmental Administrator






Appendix B
Public Involvement



Appendix B-1
2005 PIOH Meeting Synopsis and Summary of Comments












Appendix B-2
2005 PIOH Comments Received
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