
Georgia DOT Project PI No. 0007174
SR 3/Northside Drive Bridge Replacement Over Peachtree Creek 

Public Information Open House – March 1, 2016

Project Setting & Need
Setting

• Northside Drive Bridge over Peachtree Creek 
was built in 1926.

• SR 3/US 41/Northside Drive serves as a 
connector for north-south travel in north 
Atlanta, serving residents, commuters, 
cyclists, pedestrians and transit.

• Northside Drive is a heavily traveled corridor, 
with 15,900 vehicles daily at the bridge.

• The bridge site is adjacent to historic parks 
and historic residential districts.

Needs
• Structure has been identified for replacement 

due to the structural integrity of the bridge.
• Structure was not designed for the size and 

weight of present day vehicles.
• Scour of the streambed affects the integrity 

of the bridge and will likely continue to 
worsen.

• Significant cracks are present in bridge piers, 
abutments and deck.

• The type, size and depth of the bridge 
foundation is unknown and may be extremely 
susceptible to failure with deeper scouring of 
the stream bed.

• Bridge is hydraulically under-sized to pass 
flood events.

• Utility lines attached to the bridge trap 
debris, impede flow of floodwaters and 
causes damage to the bridge.
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Project Alternatives
No Build Alternative

• Leave bridge in place and continue maintenance and inspection 
activities.

• Bridge is approaching the end of its useful life.
• Continued degradation of the structure could lead to posting 

restricted weight limits or closure.
• Leaving the existing bridge in place is not a prudent alternative.
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• Replace with new bridge.
• New bridge will be 5’-6’ higher than existing bridge to allow design 

floods to pass underneath.
• New bridge includes sidewalk on west side and shared use trail on 

east side, possibly on a separate structure.
• Options for maintenance of traffic during construction are being 

considered.
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Maintenance of Traffic Options
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Off-Site Detour Option
Close SR 3/Northside Drive Temporarily

SR 3/Northside Drive Closed
Wesley Drive to Peachtree Battle Avenue

Wesley Drive Will Have 
Access to Northside Drive

Access To Driveways 
Along Northside Drive 

Will Be Maintained

Sagamore Drive And Woodward Way 
Will Not Have Access To Northside 
Drive During Construction

Woodward Way Will Not Have 
Access To Northside Drive 

During Construction

N

Pedestrian Access Along Sagamore
Drive/ Woodward Way Across 
Northside Drive Will Be Maintained

Pedestrian Access Along 
Northside Drive Over Peachtree 

Creek Will Be Maintained

Howell Mill Road

Collier Road

SR 9/Peachtree Road

Peachtree Battle Avenue

0.6

N

State Route Detour for SR 3/US41 Non-Signed, Anticipated Local Detours

Road Closure Limits

Southbound SR 3 Detour
Along I-75

to Northside Drive

Northbound SR 3 Detour
Along I-75 
to West Paces Ferry Road
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Denotes Fire Station 
Location and Number
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SR 3/Northside Drive Closed to Traffic
Wesley Drive to Peachtree Battle Avenue

Access to Driveways Allowed
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Maintenance of Traffic Options
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SR 3/Northside Drive
Temporary Detour Limits

Woodward Way Will Not 
Have Access To Northside 
Drive During Construction

Wesley Drive Will Have 
Access to Northside 

Drive

Pedestrian Access Along Sagamore
Drive/ Woodward Way Across 

Northside Drive Will Be Maintained

Pedestrian Access Along 
Northside Drive Over Peachtree 

Creek Will Be Maintained

Sagamore Drive And Woodward Way 
Will Not Have Access To Northside 

Drive During Construction
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On-Site Detour Option
Build Temporary Bridge/Roadway to Keep SR 3 Open 

Access and Closures During Construction Issues Affected by Temporary Bridge/Roadway

Temporary Roadway and 
Bridge Alternative to the East
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Maintenance of Traffic Options
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Comparison of Detour Options
Off-Site Detour On-Site Detour

West
On-Site Detour

East

Description SR 3/Northside Drive Closed During the 
Replacement of the Bridge

Temporary Roadway and Bridge Constructed 
to the West of Existing Bridge to Maintain 
Traffic on SR 3/Northside Drive During the 

Replacement of the Bridge

Temporary Roadway and Bridge Constructed 
to the East of Existing Bridge to Maintain 

Traffic on SR 3/Northside Drive During the 
Replacement of the Bridge

Total Construction Time 40 – 42 Months 58 – 60 Months 61 – 63 Months

Time SR 3/Northside Drive 
Will be Closed 6 – 9 Months Will Not be Closed,                                                       

Except for Intermittent Lane Closures
Will Not be Closed,                                                       

Except for Intermittent Lane Closures

Time Woodward Way and 
Sagamore Drive Will be 
Closed at SR 3

6 – 9 Months 36 – 38 Months 36 – 38 Months

Impacts
SR 3/Northside Drive Closed

Potential Increase in Neighborhood Traffic
Historic Trees in Memorial Park

FEMA Restricted Lot *
Historic Trees in Memorial Park                      

(Significant Loss)
Historic Stone Hardscapes

Stormwater Box Culverts
Stream Through Haynes Manor Park

Golf Course
Historic Trees in Memorial Park

Cost $6,500,000 - $7,000,000 $8,000,000 - $8,500,000 $9,500,000 - $10,000,000 **

Comments

*  The West On-Site Detour does not appear 
feasible due to impacts to FEMA restricted 
lot on the northwest corner of SR3/North-
side Drive and Woodward Way. The parcel 
was purchased by the City of Atlanta using 
FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Funds.  Grant 
stipulations prohibit placement of fill on 
the lot.

**  Cost does not include mitigation costs to 
temporarily impact the golf course.  Inter-
ruption in play is not expected.
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