


Project Description 
Georgia Department of Transportation 

Project STP00-0004-00(449) 
P.I. Number:  0004449 

Cobb County 
 

  
 
The proposed project would add the following: an approximately 580-foot long right turn lane on eastbound SR 360 
(Powder Springs Road) to accommodate turning movements to southbound Callaway Road; an approximately 440-foot 
right turn lane on westbound SR 360 (Powder Springs Road) to accommodate turning movements to northbound 
Cheatham Hill Road; and a 5-foot wide sidewalk to the south side of SR 360 (Powder Springs Road).  The existing rural 
shoulder on SR 360 (Powder Springs Road) would be converted to a curb and gutter urban section within the proposed 
project’s limits.  Approximately 965 linear feet of Callaway Road would be improved to accommodate double left turns to 
westbound SR 360 (Powder Springs Road) and a dedicated right turn lane to eastbound SR 360 (Powder Springs Road).  
The existing rural section would be converted to an urban curb and gutter section with 5-foot wide sidewalks on each side 
of the road.  Approximately 725 linear feet of Cheatham Hill Road would be improved to add a dedicated right turn lane 
to westbound SR 360 (Powder Springs Road).  The existing rural section would be converted to an urban section; 
however, no sidewalks are proposed because this section of the project abuts Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield 
Park.  The reconstructed intersection would also change the 60-degree skew angle to 70 degrees. 
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Project Need and Purpose 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
Project STP00-0004-00(449) 

P.I. Number:  0004449 
Cobb County 

 
 

The need exists to improve safety, operations, and mobility for traffic at the intersection of Powder Springs 
Road at Callaway Road/Cheatham Hill Road in Cobb County to accommodate its growing population.  The 
purpose of this proposed project is to reduce traffic congestion at the intersection, in order to reduce the 
potential for traffic accidents.  The history of traffic crashes at this intersection reveals that 67% of the crashes 
are rear-end collisions, which are an indicator of traffic congestion. 
 
The intersection of Powder Springs Road at Callaway Road/Cheatham Hill Road is at a crossroads of 
commuter traffic traveling to and from residential areas to employment centers.  The proposed Windy Hill 
Road/Macland Road Connector is planned south of this intersection to divert many of the commuter trips 
originating in Paulding County.  However, there are commuter trips with destinations in the City of Marietta 
located northeast of this intersection.  Traffic peak volumes reflect the directional traffic patterns during the 
A.M. and P.M. peak hours.  Specifically, Powder Springs Road northbound traffic and Cheatham Hill Road 
southbound traffic is prominent in the morning peak hour.  The reverse of these traffic movements occurs in 
the evening peak hour. 
 
An intersection capacity analysis was conducted at this intersection with and without the improvements.  The 
results of this analysis indicates that the intersection operates at a failing level of service under existing 
conditions and improves to a LOS “D” in the design year 2032 with the recommended lane configuration. 
 
In addition to the traffic deficiencies that require improvements, Callaway Road is skewed at a 60-degree angle 
to Powder Springs Road.  This intersection angle is undesirable and does not meet safety design requirements 
of the Georgia Department of Transportation.  The skew creates an undesirable and unsafe left0turning path at 
the intersection.  This project improves the intersection skew angle to 70-degrees, which would provide an 
improved turning movement for the left turning vehicles on Callaway Road. 
 
 



Mail To: 
Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW – 16th Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
Public Hearing Open House Comment Card 

Project STP00-0004-00(449), Cobb County, P.I. No. 0004449 
March 24, 2011  

Please print responses. 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 

             

Do you support the project?          For      Against     Conditional       Uncommitted 

Comments   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

         

How did you hear about this meeting?  Radio     Newspaper     Signs     Word of Mouth   

 Other _________________________________________ 

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes   No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?  Yes  No  

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.  _______________________ 

Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel?  Yes  No 

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?  Yes  No  

Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY 
STP00-0004-00(449), PI No. 0004449 

COBB COUNTY 
 
 
In compliance with the 1969 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Georgia Department of Transportation 
(GDOT) has conducted an assessment of the social, economic and environmental effects for the proposed Powder Springs 
Road at Callaway Road and Cheatham Hill Road Intersection Improvements. The following information gives a summary 
of the draft Environmental Assessment (DEA). 
 
While no residential units or businesses would be displaced, the roadway would be placed closer to residences, and loss of 
yard area will occur.  The proposed project would result in the loss of both residential and business frontage as well as 
some business parking. 
 
Owners would be compensated for these losses in accordance with the policies of the Uniform Relocation Act.  
 
In accordance with Executive Order 11990, the proposed project was surveyed for wetland and stream involvement.  No 
jurisdictional wetlands were identified.  There are 2 jurisdictional streams within the project’s area of potential effect 
(APE).  It is estimated that there will be no impacts to wetlands or streams. 
 
Neither Stream 1 (S1) nor Stream 2 (S2) (these numbers correspond to the graphics in the DEA), would be impacted by 
the implementation of this project; therefore, mitigation is not required for the proposed project. 
 

Cobb County is a member of the National Flood Insurance Program.  No regulatory floodway encroachment would occur; 
therefore, coordination with the Federal Emergency Management Agency would not be required. 

 
The proposed project would not exceed state and federal air quality standards, and it is consistent with the State 
Implementation Plan for the attainment of clean air quality in the state.  It is also included in the Atlanta Regional 
Commission’s adopted 2030 Regional Transportation Plan.   
 
The construction of this project would result in noise level changes from -2.9 to +0.7 decibel, on average in traffic 
generated noise on all locations for the A.M. and P.M. future build peak hour conditions.  No feasible noise abatement 
measures were identified for the one (1) impacted A.M. receiver. 
 
In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the project has been surveyed for 
existing and eligible National Register properties.  One (1) National Register listed cultural property was identified within 
the proposed project’s area of potential effect (APE).  This property is Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park 
(refer to Figure 1: Project Location Map).  No right-of-way or easement area would be required.  The State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) has determined a finding of No Adverse Effect for the park. Thus, no mitigation is proposed 
for this resource.  There are two (2) existing historic markers within the project boundaries.  Neither would need to be 
removed during construction of the roadway project.  
 
The proposed project would not affect any threatened or endangered plant or wildlife species, as none are located in or 
frequent the project area. 
 
The project would not involve any farmland as defined in the Farmland Protection Policy Act, 7 CFR Part 658, due to the 
land in this corridor being in or committed to urban development.   
 
The proposed project has been surveyed for potential sites where contaminated soil and/or water from leaking 
underground storage tanks may exist. Five sites were identified.  Based on the field observations, with respect to the 
subject corridor, and the regulatory database review, no areas of concern were noted.  This project is located in excess of 
1,400 feet from the potential contamination sources.  Consequently, no additional investigation is warranted. 
 
Copies of the environmental document are available at this hearing for your review or by sending your request to: 



 
                     Mr. Glenn Bowman, P.E. 
                     State Environmental Administrator 
                     One Georgia Center, 
                     600 West Peachtree Street, 16th Floor 
                     Atlanta, Georgia 30308                   
 
 
Copies can also be reviewed at the following locations: 
 
Cobb County DOT, 1890 County Services Parkway, Marietta, GA  30008 
 
Georgia DOT Cobb Office, 1269 Kennestone Circle, Marietta, GA  30066 
 
District 7 Office, 5025 New Peachtree Road, Chamblee, GA  30341



Georgia Department of Transportation to Seek Public Comment Concerning PM2.5 Air Quality for the 
proposed intersection improvements to Powder Springs Road at Callaway Road and Cheatham Hill 
Road,  STP00-0004-00(449), PI # 0004449 Located in Cobb County 
 
The Clean Air Act section 176 (c) requires that Federal transportation projects are consistent with state air quality 
goals, found in the State Implementation Plan (SIP).  The process to ensure this consistency is called 
Transportation Conformity.  Conformity to the SIP means that transportation activities will not cause new violations 
of the national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS), worsen existing violations of the standards, or delay timely 
attainment of the relevant standard. 
 
Transportation conformity is required for Federal transportation projects in areas that have been designated by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as not meeting the NAAQS.  These areas are called 
nonattainment areas if they currently do not meet air quality standards or maintenance areas if they have 
previously violated air quality standards but currently meet them and have an approved maintenance plan.  On 
January 5, 2005, The US EPA designated a 20+ county metro Atlanta nonattainment area (including Cobb 
County) for fine particulate matter, called PM 2.5.  This designation became effective on April 5, 2005, 90 days 
after EPA’s published action in the Federal Register.  Transportation Conformity for the PM 2.5 standards 
applies as of April 5, 2006, after the one year grace period provided by the Clean Air Act.  Metropolitan PM 2.5 
nonattainment areas are now required to have a transportation improvement program (TIP) and long range 
transportation plan (LRTP) that conforms to the PM 2.5 standard. 
 
Qualitative PM 2.5 assessments are only required for projects of air quality concern within the PM 2.5 
nonattainment area.  EPA is presently developing guidance for completion of quantitative (hot spot) analysis of 
PM 2.5.  In accordance with 40 CFR 93.123(b)(1), projects of air quality concern are identified as highway and 
transit projects that involve significant levels of diesel traffic or any project that may be identified in the SIP as a 
project of local concern for PM 2.5.  Based on examples provided in the preamble of the updated regulations, a 
qualitative analysis for this project is not required.   
 
This project has been evaluated by an interagency group consisting of FHWA, EPA, EPD and the MPO and 
was found not to be a project of concern on December 18, 2008.  The project is in the Atlanta Regional 
Commissions (ARC) conforming Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) identified as TIP number CO-312. 
 
The Federal Highway Administration and Georgia Department of Transportation have reviewed PM2.5 Hot-
Spot Analysis requirements; and determined the Intersection Improvement of Powder Springs Road at 
Callaway and Cheatham Hill Road project is not considered “a Project of Air Quality Concern” per the 
Transportation Conformity rule, and as such meets the statutory and regulatory requirements for transportation 
conformity without a PM2.5 hotspot analysis. Further, it has been determined that this project is in compliance 
with the Clean Air Act and 40 CFR 93.116 requirements.   
 
 
 
 

 
 



Right of Way Acquisition 
 

In the event your property is required in total or in part, a certified appraiser from the Department of 
Transportation’s appraiser prequalification list will make a fair market value appraisal of the area to be 
required, including any damages to the remainder land, if applicable.  The appraisal will also include values for 
improvements required or damages that may be applicable.   
 
The information pamphlet “What Happens When Your Property is Needed for A Transportation Facility” is 
available at the entrance, and this booklet outlines the services offered and any payments for which you may 
be eligible, such as moving expenses and replacement housing benefits for owners and tenants.  The brochure 
also outlines the eligibility requirements for receiving these payments. 
 
The proposed project will not physically impact any residential or commercial structures. 
 
Cobb County will be in charge of acquiring the necessary right-of-way for this project.   




